Identification and characterization of surface proteins from Staphylococcus saprophyticus.
Staphylococcus saprophyticus, a well known cause of urinary tract infections, possesses several properties, such as hemagglutination of sheep erythrocytes, adherence to various cell types and production of urease, which may be virulence factors. In this contribution, we summarise the present knowledge about recently discovered surface proteins of Staphylococcus saprophyticus, a 95 kDa surface-associated protein (Ssp) and the hemagglutinin, a 160 kDa surface polypeptide. We describe culture conditions conducive to production of these surface proteins and discuss the molecular and clinical implications of our findings.